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Delta Lodge
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May 3-6, 2009
Visit http://www.ciphi.ca
for more information
Hoodoos Near Drumheller—Lance Honish

Message from the President
As you read this, we will have celebrated another Environmental Public
Health Week in Alberta and across
Canada. Started in 2003, EPH Week
was initiated as a means to increase
the visibility of our profession and
every year since its inception, gains
are continually being made. With
proclamations in various centres
around the province including
Grande Prairie, Brooks, Edmonton
and Calgary, the integral work of
environmental public health professionals are being heralded and recognized far-and-wide. Great thanks
and appreciation are extended to
the individuals across the Branch that
volunteered and led the environmental public health charge this year!

Speaking of volunteers, five years of
hard work by the National Executive
Council and numerous CIPHI volunteers will culminate with the unveiling
of the Member Service Centre. Expected to be operational February 1,
2009, the Member Service Centre is
a web-based environment where CIPHI members can maintain their professional dossier as well as renew
their membership and register and
pay for conferences and workshops.
The Member Service Centre is a
value-added service provided by
CIPHI to the membership and we are
(Continued on page 2)
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Message from the Editor
It’s already been a year since I took
on this ABN Editor gig. Much has
happened during the year—I don’t
need to tell you that significant change
is ongoing in Alberta’s Public Health
system since the last ABN edition. The
importance of our Institute is
especially apparent in times like these.

I’m sure that many of you are
excited about the AEC conference in
Kananaskis in early May—I know
that I am! I’m crossing my fingers and
toes hoping that I can attend. I’m
confident that the organizers will
deliver an excellent conference, both
daytime and evening events.

I’m sure you’re also all aware of the
change a-comin’ within the Branch
Executive, with the announcement that
May 2009 will mark the end of Phi
Phan’s term as Branch President. I’d
like to use this forum to thank Phi for
all of his hard work. We haven’t
heard the last of Phi in CIPHI circles,
but, I’m sure you’ll agree that during
his tenure as President the Branch has
done an outstanding job in serving the
membership.

Please take a moment to peruse the
comprehensive conference insert on
pages 8-15, and register early!
I continue to encourage your
submissions and feedback, anytime.
Send me an e-mail me at
Lance.Honish@capitalhealth.ca
- Lance Honish, Editor

Message from the President con’t.
(Continued from page 1)

very excited about improving members’ experiences when interacting
with CIPHI. More details will be made
available ahead of the official launch
of the Member Service Centre.
The Member Service Centre is also
designed as a support structure for the
continued development of disciplinespecific competencies for Environmental Public Health. With any system
that will be developed, the Members
Service Centre will allow members to
keep track of their own continuing
education courses and credits in a central location. To the end of developing
a system, work has also continued on

the development of competency
statements for Environmental Public
Health. With all focus groups across
Canada now completed, the results
will be collated and analyzed to ensure that the developed competencies
reflect environmental public health
practice in Canada. CIPHI Alberta
will ensure that its members are well
aware of any future developments in
this exciting project!

Editorial Policy
In the pursuit of the Association’s objectives, the Editor and the Newsletter
Committee is authorized to publish this
Newsletter on a periodic basis, as
deemed appropriate. The objectives
of the Association are:
•
•

The development and advancement of environmental health, and
To support the advancement of
the Canadian Institute of Public
Health Inspectors.

The Association Executive Board has
the authority to provide general direction respecting the content of the
Newsletter and, in consultation with the
Editor, to set policies regarding administrative matters of each issue.
The Editor shall have the general authority to select material for publication in the Newsletter provided all
material meets the criteria of being
within the objectives of the Association.
Views, comments or positions within the
contents of the Newsletter are those of
the Editor, Editorial Staff and/or the
author, respectively, and does not necessarily reflect those of the Association
Executive or its membership.

Within the Branch, preparations for
the 75th Annual Education Conference
are continuing and the agenda looks
to be packed full of education, socialization and fun. More information
(Continued on page 4)
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2008 Branch Fall Educational Workshop
The Alberta Branch hosted the 9th Annual Fall
Educational Workshop at the Holiday Inn in Grande
Prairie, on October 2 & 3. The Workshop theme was
“Law Matters” and covered many legal topics ranging
from administrative law, to liability and discretion. The
Workshop was well attended and an overall success.
Some Highlights:

I would like to extend a special thank you on behalf of the
Alberta Branch to all those who made the trek up to
Grande Prairie to make this Workshop a huge success. I
would also like to thank all of the workshop committee
members for their hard work: Nadine Newman (Speaker
Chair), Koreen Anderson (Social Event Chair), Victor Mah
(Exhibit & Sponsor Chair), Fred Cundict, Elmer Spilchen, Jim
Meagher, Terry Scott, Ashley Yu, Jeff Lowry, Marilyn
Dahlgren and Kosoo Ng.

► Over 100 delegates, 19 exhibitors and 11

speakers.

Adrea Simmons
2008 Fall Workshop Chair

► First day introduction by Mr. John Lehners, newly

appointed member of the Alberta Health Services
Board.
► An entertaining and thought provoking keynote

address by Mr. Chris Braiden.
► Sponsors presented on new technologies (new this

year!).
► Constable Tony Walker entertained with stories of

how his team has creatively removed drug houses
from Grande Prairie with the Report a Drug House
Program.
► The

Thursday Night Curling social was well
attended and quite entertaining with curlers of all
skill levels attempting to sweep their way to victory.
The social was followed by some afterhours
networking at Madhatters Liquid Lounge (see
pictures on page 5).

Just one of the many speakers at the Fall Workshop reminding the
delegates that “Law Matters” Photo credit: Adrea Simmons

► Friday brought most bleary eyed delegates back

for entertaining greeting from Dr. Albert DeVilliers,
MOH with Alberta Health Services - Peace Country
Health. Dr. D brought greetings from around the
globe and an entertaining look at the redisorganization of organizations.
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Letter to the Editor—Canada’s Public Health History
I am writing to tell you and your readers about an exciting project that is open to all disciplines in public health.
We are writing the history of public health in Canada
from Confederation to the present day.
There is currently no such single source publication available that provides a complete history of Canadian public health. This proposed book will serve as an informative tool of the experiences of the past and how the challenges have been met. It will be useful to all public
health oriented schools, government agencies/
departments and associations related to the various disciplines practicing public health in Canada.
As a first step, a pilot project (nearing completion) has
been funded by the Public Health Agency of Canada to
create a template for interviewing public health retirees
who have a wealth of information to share. We hope to
obtain digital recorded interviews which will be used for
the book.

this project to their affiliates and anyone who may be
interested in participating. Opportunities to volunteer in
this ‘historical’ adventure will be clearer as we become
aware of who our partner organizations are going to
be. All concerned will be looking to compile a contact
list of those interested. We will publicize which organizations are participating. You can either connect with the
partners (or your association) and/or directly with the
CIPHI History Committee.
On this journey we want to invite you and the Alberta
Branch News readers to participate. As in many large
projects, many hands make light work. Since this is a
national endeavor, information, facts and stories are
needed from every corner of Canada which in turn requires participation from as many interested volunteers
as reasonably possible.
I look forward to hearing from you.

Klaus Seeger
CIPHI History Committee
seegerk522@gmail.com

We have also contacted the Canadian Public Health Association and its affiliates across Canada, the Branches
of CIPHI and other publications. We hope that each of
these organizations will also forward information about

(Received October 5, 2008)

Message from the President con’t.
(Continued from page 2)

is constantly being uploaded to the conference web site,
which is accessible from www.ciphi.ab.ca. The excitement
surrounding the conference is palpable and CIPHI Alberta excitedly looks forward to being the hosts and
showing Environmental Public Health professionals from
across the country some Western hospitality!
Finally, as this is my last President’s Message for the Alberta Branch News, I’d like to sincerely thank all of the
CIPHI volunteers that I have had the great fortune in
working with over the past few years. It will never cease
to amaze me how much time people are willing to freely
give to our common goals. Oftentimes these sacrifices

are not duly recognized, but these determined individuals continue to persevere and forge ahead to advance
Environmental Public Health here, across Canada and
around the world. I am better for having known and
worked with each and every one of you. So, on that
note, I hope to see you all in Kananaskis in May for “75
Years and New Frontiers” so we can share a beverage
(coffee or otherwise) and reminisce!

Respectfully,
Phi Phan
President, CIPHI Alberta
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Gallivanting in Grande Prairie
Camaraderie, cocktails and, of course, curling—the social side of the Fall Workshop had these, and more!

If there were audio, you’d hear “hurrrrrrrryyyy!!!!!
haaaaaarrrrrrrrrrd!!!!!”
Tony Thepsouvanh (on da left, yo), Ken Fujioka, Kelsie Dale
and Keith Lee were eager to get the social event underway

Photo credits:
Ashley Yu,
Phi Phan

OK, so you look good … can you throw an out-turn
draw?

A shout out to the next generation of EHOs!

Michael Lambert (left), Frances Fong and Nicole Obert
network between speakers

Jon Elliott (left), Danny Thepsouvanh, Mystique Wendel,
Simon Sihota, Garth Gosselin and unidentified bare feet
making themselves at home in some poor sucker’s room
5
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Environmental Public Health Week 2009
Environmental Public Health Week 2009 officially kicked
off January 19th – 25th with a splash of enthusiasm. Environmental Public Health Professionals from across Alberta celebrated Environmental Public Health Week with
activities ranging from photo opportunities and media
releases to office cake breaks and website announcements. The pride that Public Health Inspectors feel in their
profession was evident in the amount of work put into
promoting this year’s Environmental Public Health Week.
RECOGNITION
Not only did we receive Mayoral Proclamations from
Calgary’s Dave Bronconnier and Edmonton’s Stephen
Mandel - but also from smaller municipalities such as
Medicine Hat and Brooks.
Alberta Health and Wellness Minister Liepert submitted
a letter indicating his Ministry's support and recognition
for the work that we do.
Elisabeth Ballermann, president of the HSAA, further acknowledged our commitment to public health and said in
a news release “Public Health Week is an opportunity to
recognize the invaluable contribution these members
make to our collective health and wellness.”

CAREER IN ENVIRONMENTAL PUBLIC HEALTH
Posters and display booths were set up around the province in post-secondary institutions and hospitals. The focus
on this year’s theme was a career in environmental public
health which was summed up nicely in our posters designed by Victor Mah. Mount Royal College even requested a presentation about environmental health for a
class of science students.
COMMUNICATIONS
Special Thanks goes to our regional Communications Department in helping us promote the week. From setting up
displays, getting us media coverage, writing up news
stories, and plugging us online we are grateful for the
help and support we received. Internal campaigning also
helped other health care professionals understand what
we do on a regular basis and with our growing field it is
always good for others to know if we can be turned to
for assistance.
Environmental Public Health Week supporters who
wanted to learn more about us were encouraged to visit
each health regions website and www.ciphi.ca.

Wayne Quan

This billboard (right) on Jasper
Avenue in Edmonton was just
one of the many ways the
Branch got the word out about
Environmental Public Health
Week 2009
Photo: Jason MacDonald
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Alberta Branch News
The Alberta Branch News is published twice
yearly by the Newsletter Committee of the
Alberta Branch to provide current information on the many activities of the Alberta
Branch. The newsletter is distributed to
members and friends of the Alberta Branch.

Canadian Institute of Public Health Inspectors
Box 1674
Drumheller, AB
T0J 0Y0
Email: branch@ciphi.ab.ca
Homepage: http://www.ciphi.ab.ca

Any inquiries, correspondence or change of
address should be forwarded to:
The Editor, Alberta Branch News
Box 1674
Drumheller, AB T0J 0Y0
Phone 780-413-7923
Fax
780-482-5383
Email Lance.Honish@capitalhealth.ca

In Memoriam
Dr. Kenneth Sinclair Pennifold died January 6,
2009 at the age of 88. Dr. Pennifold contributed much to the field of environmental health,
and to fighting injustice.

Alberta Branch Executive Board
President

Phi Phan
president@ciphi.ab.ca

Vice-President Koreen Anderson
koreen.anderson@pchr.ca
Treasurer

Keith Lee
klee@dthr.ab.ca

Secretary

Merry Turtiak
secretary@ciphi.ab.ca

Past President Victor Mah
ab.pprez@gmail.com
Arctic

VACANT

Northern

Adrea Simmons
adrea.simmons@pchr.ca

Central

Garth Gosselin
ggosselin@dthr.ab.ca

Southern

Andrea Hohne
ahohne@chr.ab.ca

Capital

Jason MacDonald
jason.macdonald@capitalhealth.ca

Calgary

Karen Clarke
karenl.clarke@calgaryhealthregion.ca

Federal

Jon Elliott
jon_elliott@hc-sc.gc.ca
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Originally a practicing veterinarian, in 1953,
Dr. Pennifold began his 27-year career with
the Edmonton Board of Health as a meat inspector for several packing plants. He advocated for a more comprehensive meat inspection process, and in 1973 Alberta introduced
the Meat Inspection Act. As the Board’s Director of Environmental Health, Dr. Pennifold was
a strong proponent of public health inspectors
regularly visiting restaurants to enforce food
safety regulations. He was an outspoken environmental health advocate in local media outlets, which included frank criticism of the Board for not filling three EHO job vacancies. He was highly regarded among EHOs for the battles he fought on their
behalf.
Dr. Pennifold received many awards during his distinguished career, including
CIPHI Honorary Member (1975) and the Commemorative Medal for the 125th
anniversary of confederation. Since 1998, the Dr. K.S. Pennifold Award has
been granted each year to an Edmonton-area EHO for excellence in the field of
environmental public health.
Dr. Pennifold’s name was also well-known in Edmonton in the late 1980s, for his
tenacity in helping investors recover most of their money from a failed financial
firm.
- Lance Honish, Editor
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